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types of fires we want to go to;
we want to go to something
that is savable and we can get
everyone out safe along with
their house and belongings, but
these fires happen.”

Chief Dyer wanted to
emphasize the work of the
volunteers who responded to
the scene and devoted time out
of their lives to ensure the fires
were safely extinguished.

Both fires took around
four hours to completely control,
with around 20 volunteers
going out in the harsh cold
during the night to help solve
the situation.

“We had volunteers in
the upper 20s for each call,

which is great,” said Dyer. “We
usually don’t have that many
people respond, and they did a
really good job. They take three
to four hours of pretty intense
labor to make sure these fires
get put out.”

These volunteers choose
to drop whatever they are
doing — dinner with families,
relaxing outside of work,
etc. — to respond to structure
fires no matter the weather or
emergency, and they do it to
keep their communities safe.

“With the cold weather,
people want to heat their
homes, so No. I, every year
they need to make sure their
heating units are inspected and
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A Union County firetruck deploying water at the scene of one of the structure fires.

their chimneys are inspected,”
said Dyer. “If they are using
any kind of alternate heating,
such as a kerosene heater or
heating like that, they need to
make sure they keep everything
flammable away from it.

“They usually say keep
it at least three feet away, but
I would say five just to be
cautious.”

People looking for more
information on how to prevent
fires in the home can visit
the U.S. Fire Administration
website at USFA.FEMA.
gov, where they have links to
prevention tips and more.

Annual Children’s Art Contest sponsored by MRACG

The month of March is
National Children’s Art Month
and the Mountain Region
Arts and Crafts Guild, Inc.
(MRACG) will sponsor its an-
nual Art Contest for children in
grades K-2, 3-5 and 6-8 from
our surrounding area schools.
Hiawassee, Blairsville, and
Hayesville areas including
home-schooled children so
stop by Artworks in Hiawas-
see to get information and your
sign-up sheet. 232B Chatuge
Way, Hiawassee. Deadline for
submission of art is February
15,2019.

The children’s art will
be displayed the whole month

of March at the Artworks Gal-
lery and Gift Store for all to
see. Ribbons and certificates
of participation will be award-
ed at a reception with refresh-
ments on March 30th. This is
a wonderful way to recognize
and appreciate the talented
children we have in our area
of North Georgia and North
Carolina, so please join us in
this very special event.

Artworks, owned and
operated by the Mountain Re-
gional Arts and Crafts Guild,
Inc., is a 501c-3 non-profit
organization dedicated to sup-
porting the arts in our local
community.

On February 18 through
March 2, ArtWorks will be
having a Presidents’ Day
Clearance Sale, featuring se-
lected art and handmade crafts
created by members of the
Guild. Don’t miss this oppor-
tunity to find that special item
as a gift for friends, family or
even yourself.

Please stop by Artworks
Gallery and Gifts located at
232B Chatuge Way (behind
Dairy Queen) in Hiawassee
for this special sale.

The Gallery isopen Mon-
day through Saturday from 10
wwAM until 5 PM. We hope
to see you there InrEevs raysu
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Tom’s Truck & Auto

Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes

563 Gainesville Hwy..1 mile south of town
Blairsville 6A 30512
(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs
ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in'FORD Powerstrokes
& All F-Series Trucks

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

GHAWNS HOMEFURNISHINS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the

Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St.  Blairsville, GA

706-835:1209 f

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm ¢ Sat 9am-4pm * Closed Sun

Randolph Jones

Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic
Tank Repair & Install
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

706-897-4909

RECOVE,
WAL OVER),
N

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

[Commefciald

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

70640002988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

_ Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

w7 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

GEORGIA
¥ MOVING
Truck Unloading

(@ Juu
Cmall Trailer Loade

20 Years Experience

Stephen You Ng, Owner/Operator

706-970-7573
\ stephengyoung77@gmail.com /

Valentine Trail Ride

90 min guided horseback
trail ride for 2 ~ $110

ride, professional photographer, s’'mores

Advance reservations required

706-745-5252 [BLAIMSVILLE, GEORGIA ]
Treat your special Valentine to a private  \yww. Trackrock.com

and hot cocoa by camp fire. Add’l riders $55.

(706) 745-0264

Michelin
BFG
! Uniroyal

Oscar Thomas - Owner

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Oil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

ROCK BOTTOM

Complete Gravel Driveway
Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field
Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly,

Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading,
Large Empty Lot Mowing

“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”
rockbottomdriveway @yahoo.com

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT
Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,

Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

E, Trust
d) Integrity
Y — Guidance

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

\/

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance

“We go the extra mile”

e
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[MONTGOMERY/
CONCRETE

~ FOR/ALL YOURCONCRETE/NEEDS  ~
Forming|through Finishing, HouseiSlabs,
| Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top)Quality/Work!
Big/Jobsiand/'SmalllJobs!

Serving|North Georgiaisince:1997/s/Insured’|

~ Call 706-781-1806

Live Oak Professional Lawn

Winter Clean-up”
706-400-0033 or 828-557-0612

Tree Removal-Bushes and Limbs
+ - Gutters-Pressure Washing-Snow | %
Facebook.com/LiveOakYards

DOG GROOMING

Located at Pet City Inc. (Blairsville)

® Hair Trimming
® Nail Trimming J
e Full Service Wash

e Flea & Tick Dip
* More Services Available

(706)-487-0686

Ford ¢ Hayesville, NC » 888.342.2282 « Chevrolet, GMC, Buick *Murphy, NC + 888.614.8940
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram ¢ Hayesville, NC « 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC  828.369.5003

ALK JONES

AUTOMOTIVE

We Make Buying Easy!

JACKYJONES.NET




